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WARning:
ReAd theSe 

inStRuCtionS And 
WARningS CAReFullY. 

Be  SuRe You undeRStAnd 
theSe inStRuCtionS And WARn-

ingS BeFoRe uSing thiS FiReARm. 
FAiluRe to ReAd theSe inStRuC-

tionS And to FolloW theSe WARn-
ingS mAY ReSult in SeRiouS inJuRY

oR deAth to You And otheRS 
And  dAmAge  to  PRoPeRtY

this SAFetY & inStRuCtion
mAnuAl should always accompany

this firearm and be transferred with it
upon change of ownership or when the
firearm is presented to another person. 

Always keep your firearm pointed in a
safe direction. never point a firearm at
anything you do not intend to shoot.

if you don’t have a manual, printed
copies are available free upon request

by contacting the factory at the address
below. they are also available via
download at www.tcarms.com.

thomPSon/CenteR ARmS

• CuStomeR  SuPPoRt •

2100 Roosevelt Avenue

Springfield, mA  01104

toll Free Phone (866)  730-1614

Website: www.tcarms.com

Customer Service email:

tca_customerservice@tcarms.com
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YOUR SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES
SAFetY  iS  YouR numBeR  one

ReSPonSiBilitY!!!!

• At home, in the field, at the range, or anywhere, the first concern
of every firearm owner should be safety. Apply the following safety
rules in every situation, with any kind of firearm. If you feel uncer-
tain about any operational aspects of your firearm, please contact
Thompson/Center before proceeding with its operation.

• If you are unfamiliar with firearms you should seek formal training
before using your rifle.

WARning:  You muSt FolloW All oF theSe SAFetY
RuleS to enSuRe the SAFe uSe oF YouR FiReARm.
the  FAiluRe to FolloW the inStRuCtionS And

WARningS in thiS mAnuAl Could CAuSe SeRiouS PeR-
SonAl inJuRY oR deAth to You oR otheRS And  dAmAge
to  PRoPeRtY.

• As a firearm owner, you accept a demanding responsibility. How
seriously you take this responsibility can be the difference
between life and death. There is no excuse for careless or abusive
handling of your firearm.  At all times handle your firearm with
intense respect for its power and potential danger.
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YOUR SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES CONTINUED

• AlWAYS KeeP YouR FiReARm Pointed in A SAFe diReC-
tion. Never point a firearm at anyone or anything you do not
intend to shoot whether or not it is loaded. This is particularly
important when loading, unloading, or field stripping the firearm.
ALWAYS control the direction of the firearm.

• AlWAYS tReAt eVeRY FiReARm AS iF it iS loAded And
Will  FiRe. Do not take anyone’s word that the firearm is
unloaded – always check for yourself. Never pass your firearm to
another person until the action is open and you visually check that
it is unloaded. Keep your firearm unloaded and safely stored when
not in use.

• neVeR PlACe YouR FingeR inSide the tRiggeR guARd
oR on the tRiggeR unleSS You intend to FiRe. Ensure
that other objects do not touch the trigger.

• AlWAYS Be SuRe oF YouR tARget And WhAt iS BeYond
it. Always be sure of where the bullet will strike and shoot only
where there is a safe back stop free of obstructions, water or other
surfaces which can cause ricochets. Be sure your bullet will stop
behind your target. Bullets can glance off many surfaces like rocks
or the surface of water and travel in unpredictable directions with
considerable velocity. Do not fire randomly into the sky.

• neVeR CRoSS oBStACleS SuCh AS FenCeS oR StReAmS
With A loAded FiReARm. Always make certain your firearm is
unloaded before crossing a fence, climbing a tree, jumping a ditch
or negotiating other obstacles. 

• SAFe FiReARm hAndling iS YouR PeRSonAl ReSPonSi-
BilitY At All  timeS. Firearms are dangerous and can cause
serious injury or death if they are misused or used inappropriately.
Safety must be the prime consideration of any one who owns or
handles firearms. Accidents are the result of violating the rules of
safe firearm handling and common sense. Firearm safety training
is available. Contact your firearms dealer, law enforcement agency,
local sportsman’s club, etc. for availability.

• You ARe ReSPonSiBle FoR the FiReARm At All timeS.
In owning a firearm, you must undertake full-time responsibility for
your firearm’s safety and security. You must protect yourself and
all others against injury or death from misuse of the firearm 24
hours a day.

• FiReARm SeCuRitY iS YouR ReSPonSiBilitY. You must
secure firearms safely from children and/or unauthorized users.
Your firearm should always be kept unloaded and locked when not
in use. Never assume that the use of the provided lock is sufficient
to safely secure your firearm. You must always evaluate your per-
sonal situation and employ the security systems that meet your
needs and prevent children and unauthorized users from gaining
access to your firearm.
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YOUR SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES CONTINUED

• APPRoPRiAte uSe FoR YouR FiReARm meAnS uSing
YouR FiReARm FoR legAl PuRPoSeS. For example - target
shooting, hunting and lawful resistance of deadly criminal force. It
is your responsibility to ensure that you are in compliance with all
applicable laws and ordinances regarding the use of your firearm.

• neVeR RelY on meChAniCAl FeAtuReS Alone. Only your
safe firearm-handling habits will ensure the safe use of your
firearm. This is your responsibility.

• AlWAYS SAFelY StoRe And SeCuRe YouR FiReARm. Safe
and secure storage of your firearm is one of your most important
responsibilities. It is a full-time responsibility. You must always
secure your firearm and ammunition separately so that they are
not accessible to children and/or other unauthorized persons.

• neVeR KeeP Ammunition in the SAme loCAtion AS the
FiReARm. Store each in a separate and secure place.

• AlWAYS WeAR eYe PRoteCtion thAt  iS  SPeCiFied FoR
uSe  With FiReARmS every time you handle your firearm for
cleaning and maintenance.

• AlWAYS  WeAR  eYe  And  eAR PRoteCtoRS thAt ARe
SPeCiFied FoR uSe  With  FiReARmS every time you discharge
your firearm. Make sure others in the vicinity of where you will be
shooting do so as well.

• neVeR uSe AlCohol oR dRugS BeFoRe oR While
Shooting. Do not use your firearm if you are on any medication
which impairs, even slightly, your mental or physical ability.

• AlWAYS hAVe AdeQuAte VentilAtion. Discharging firearms
in poorly ventilated areas, cleaning firearms, or handling ammuni-
tion may result in exposure to lead and other substances known to
cause birth defects, reproductive harm, and other serious physical
injury. Review the warnings and labels for all ammunition and
cleaning products carefully. Wash hands thoroughly after expo-
sure.

• BeFoRe hAndling AnY FiReARm, undeRStAnd itS oPeR-
Ation. Not all firearms are the same. Familiarize yourself with the
mechanical features of any firearm you intend to use. If you feel
uncertain about any operational aspects of your firearm, please
contact Thompson/Center, before proceeding with its operation.

• neVeR AlloW A FiReARm to Be uSed BY indiViduAlS
Who do not undeRStAnd itS SAFe oPeRAtion oR hAVe
not ReAd theSe FiReARm SAFetY RuleS.
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YOUR SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES CONTINUED

• AlWAYS uSe the CoRReCt Ammunition FoR YouR PAR-
tiCulAR FiReARm as indicated by the marking on the firearm.
Never use non-standard, reloaded, or “handloaded” ammunition
which has not been subjected to internal ballistic pressure testing.

• BeWARe oF  BARRel oBStRuCtionS Be sure the barrel is
clear of obstructions before shooting. Mud, water, snow or other
objects may inadvertently lodge in the barrel bore. A small
obstruction can cause a dangerous increase in pressure and may
damage your firearm and cause injury to yourself and others.

• Be SuRe All ACCeSSoRieS, SuCh AS holSteRS. gRiPS,
SlingS, SCoPeS And  otheR  ACCeSSoRieS ARe ComPAti-
Ble with the firearm and that the accessories do not interfere with
safe operation. It is your responsibility to understand and follow all
of the instructions in this manual,as well as those which may be
supplied with your ammunition and any accessory.

• neVeR diSASSemBle YouR FiReARm beyond the field strip-
ping procedure outlined in this manual. Improper disassembly or
reassembly of your firearm may be dangerous and can lead to
serious injury or death.

• neVeR mAniPulAte, AdJuSt oR ChAnge AnY oF the
inteRnAl ComPonentS oF YouR FiReARm unleSS
SPeCiFiCAllY inStRuCted to  do  So  in  thiS  mAnuAl.
Improper manipulation of any other internal component may affect
the safety and reliability of your firearm and may cause serious
injury or death.

• neVeR AlloW AnY AlteRAtion oR RePlACement oF
PARtS in YouR thomPSon/CenteR FiReARm unleSS
PeRFoRmed BY A QuAliFied gunSmith using genuine
Thompson/Center parts. If you do otherwise, improper functioning
of your firearm may occur and serious injury or death and damage
to property may result.

WARning: SAFe uSe oF A FiReARm iS YouR PeRSon-
Al ReSPonSiBilitY And the FAiluRe to 
FolloW All oF theSe BASiC SAFetY RuleS mAY

ReSult in SeVeRe PeRSonAl inJuRY oR deAth to You oR
otheRS. You ARe the moSt imPoRtAnt SAFetY deViCe
When it ComeS to the uSe oF YouR FiReARm And
thomPSon/CenteR And  itS PARent  ComPAnY Will not
Be ReSPonSiBle FoR AnY PeRSonAl inJuRY, deAth oR
PRoPeRtY dAmAge thAt ReSultS FRom: (1) the CRiminAl
oR negligent uSe oF thiS FiReARm; (2) A diSRegARd oF
theSe SAFetY inStRuCtionS And WARningS; (3) imPRoP-
eR oR CAReleSS hAndling oF thiS FiReARm; (4) the uSe
oF non-StAndARd, deFeCtiVe, imPRoPeR oR ReloAded
Ammunition; oR (5) imPRoPeR oR negligent modiFiCA-
tionS oR RePAiRS to the FiReARm.
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SAFE STORAGE AND
TRANSPORTATION

WARning: AlWAYS  Point  the  muZZle  in  A  SAFe
diReCtion.

WARning: FiReARmS ARe dAngeRouS When uSed
And StoRed imPRoPeRlY. theY PoSe A RiSK oF
SeRiouS oR FAtAl inJuRieS. FiReARmS CAn Be

eSPeCiAllY dAngeRouS to ChildRen When theY ARe
StoRed in An iRReSPonSiBle And unSAFe mAnneR. FoR
YouR SAFetY And the SAFetY oF otheRS, it iS imPeRA-
tiVe thAt You KeeP YouR FiReARm loCKed And
unloAded in A SeCuRe PlACe. the Ammunition Should
Be StoRed in A SePARAte, SeCuRe loCAtion When it iS
not in uSe. SAFe And SeCuRe StoRAge oF YouR FiReARm
iS one oF the moSt imPoRtAnt RuleS oF FiReARm SAFe-
tY. YouR FAiluRe to FolloW theSe RuleS mAY ReSult in
SeRiouS inJuRY oR deAth to You oR otheRS.

• AlWAYS SeCuRe YouR FiReARm in A mAnneR thAt Will
PReVent unAuthoRiZed ACCeSS. Whenever your firearm is
not in use, keep it unloaded and locked. Your safety and the safe-
ty of others requires that you always secure and store your firearm
in a manner that will prevent unauthorized access. Never leave a
firearm unattended unless it is locked, unloaded and secured.

• AlWAYS uSe the loCK PRoVided BY thomPSon/CenteR
to SeCuRe YouR FiReARm. Please read and follow the
instructions packaged separately for the use of this lock. A lock,
when properly used, can be an effective tool in preventing unau-
thorized access to your firearm. There are other alternative locks
and safe storage containers available in the marketplace which
may also be appropriate for your particular needs. Consult your
local gun shop, hardware store, or local police department for
guidance on the variety of other safe storage devices or practices
which may be appropriate for your particular needs. By purchasing
this firearm you have accepted the responsibility of safely securing
the firearm at all times and preventing its unauthorized use. Never
assume that the use of this lock alone is sufficient to safely secure
your firearm. It is your personal responsibility to select and use
whatever measures or practices that will enable you to be
absolutely certain that your firearm is secure at all times.

WARning: neVeR loCK A loAded FiReARm And
neVeR loAd A loCKed FiReARm!!
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SAFE STORAGE AND TRANSPORTATION CONTINUED

• AlWAYS StoRe YouR FiReARm And Ammunition SePA-
RAtelY so that they are not accessible to children or other unau-
thorized persons. Safe and secure storage of your firearm and
ammunition are your responsibility. It is a full-time responsibility.

• neVeR ASSume thAt A “hiding” PlACe iS A SeCuRe
StoRAge method. Others may be aware of your storage loca-
tion or come upon it by chance. It is your personal responsibility to
use common sense when storing your firearm and ammunition and
to always make sure they are not accessible to children or other
unauthorized persons.

• neVeR tRAnSPoRt A loAded FiReARm. When transporting
your firearm, be sure it is unloaded and locked. Safe and secure
transportation of your firearm is your responsibility.

• AlWAYS FolloW the lAW. Many jurisdictions have laws that
make it a crime to keep a firearm unlocked and in an area accessi-
ble to children or others. Keeping a firearm locked and unloaded
when not in use is not only common sense safety practice... IT IS
THE LAW. You must be familiar with all local, state, and federal
laws regarding the safe storage and transportation of your firearm.
Failure to know and follow the law may result in unauthorized
access or use of your firearm by another. Obey all laws relating to
the storage and transportation of firearms. Your local police
department or gun shop can furnish you with available information
on storing and/or transporting a firearm safely and legally.

• YouR FiReARm iS YouR ReSPonSiBilitY. You must prevent
your firearm from being stolen or from being used by untrained or
unqualified individuals. Keep it locked, unloaded and secured
when not in use.

• Use the lock provided to prevent unauthorized use, follow the
instructions supplied with the lock.

• Never leave the key with the stored firearm. 
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PREPARATION FOR FIRING
WARning: FAiluRe to FolloW theSe FiReARm
SAFetY ReQuiRementS Will CAuSe SeRiouS PeR-
SonAl inJuRY oR deAth to You oR otheRS.

• AlWAYS tReAt All FiReARmS AS iF theY ARe loAded.

• AlWAYS Be  SuRe  thAt  All  CYlindeRS And  ACtionS  oF
FiReARmS ARe  oPen, thAt  ChAmBeR(S) ARe  CleAR oF
CARtRidgeS oR  ShellS, mAgAZineS  ARe  RemoVed  oR
unloAded, And  thAt  FiReARmS  ARe Pointing  in  A  SAFe
diReCtion.

• AlWAYS WeAR AdeQuAte And PRoPeR eAR PRoteCtoRS
SPeCiFied FoR FiReARm uSe to prevent permanent damage to
your hearing. Make sure others who are nearby are wearing ear
protection as well.

• AlWAYS WeAR SAFetY glASSeS SPeCiFied FoR uSe  With
FiReARmS, whether indoors or out. Safety glasses should protect
your eyes from the firing flash and particles associated with the
discharge of ammunition. Failure to wear the proper eye protection
creates a risk of personal injury from particle or debris spitting or
ricochets.

• AlWAYS Be AleRt And AlWAYS FolloW the SAFetY
inStRuCtionS oF the RAnge oFFiCeR. Never shoot if you
are tired, cold or impaired in any way.

• AlWAYS Be AWARe oF otheR PeoPle so that persons do not
accidentally walk into the line of fire.

• the ShooteR (And All otheRS in the Shooting AReA)
muSt AlWAYS Be in A PoSition thAt iS out oF the line
oF FiRe and are not within an area where they may be struck by
a ricochet or particles spitting from a firearm, or by ejected cases
from some types of firearms.

• neVeR Shoot At SuRFACeS thAt  mAY  CAuSe  A  RiCoChet.
Always select a place to shoot that has a safe backstop, is free from
obstructions and has no surfaces which may cause a ricochet.

• neVeR FiRe RAndomlY  into the SKY. Always select a place
to shoot that has a safe backstop.

• neVeR uSe AlCohol oR dRugS BeFoRe oR While
Shooting oR  hAndling  AnY  FiReARm.
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AMMUNITION
WARning: neVeR uSe Ammunition not SPeCiFiCAl-
lY deSignAted FoR uSe in YouR FiReARm.
FAiluRe to uSe the CoRReCt tYPe oR CAliBeR

oF Ammunition mAY CAuSe the FiReARm to JAm, oR  FAil
to FiRe, oR mAY  geneRAte eXCeSSiVe PReSSuRe WhiCh
CAn dAmAge oR eVen RuPtuRe YouR FiReARm, CAuSing
PeRSonAl inJuRY oR deAth to  the  ShooteR  oR
BYStAndeRS.

• Locate the cartridge desig-
nation marked on the bar-
rel. This information indi-
cates the correct ammuni-
tion that must be used in
this firearm (FIGURE 1).

• You are responsible for
selecting ammunition that
meets industry standards
and is appropriate in type and caliber for this firearm.

• Never mix ammunition.

WARning: in Some CASeS, A Round oF Ammunition
not SPeCiFied on YouR FiReARm And not liSted AS
AlteRnAte Ammunition in thiS mAnuAl, mAY Fit 

into the ChAmBeR. FiRing thiS Ammunition mAY CAuSe A
RuPtuRe ReSulting in dAmAge to the FiReARm And PeR-
SonAl inJuRY oR deAth to the ShooteR oR BYStAndeRS.
FoR moRe inFoRmAtion RegARding unSAFe CAliBeR Com-
BinAtionS, ReFeR to the FolloWing uRl:
httP://WWW.SAAmi.oRg/SPeCiFiCAtionS_And_inFoRmA-
tion/PuBliCAtionS/doWnloAd/SAAmi_item_211-
unSAFe_ARmS_And_Ammunition_ComBinAtionS.PdF

WARning: AlWAYS inSPeCt YouR Ammunition
BeFoRe uSing it. neVeR uSe diRtY, CoRRoded oR
dAmAged Ammunition. A BuRSt CARtRidge mAY

ReSult CAuSing dAmAge to the FiReARm And PeRSonAl
inJuRY oR deAth to the ShooteR oR BYStAndeRS.

• Use only commercially manufactured ammunition with internal bal-
listic pressures which are in strict accordance with the specifica-
tions of the Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers’
Institute (SAAMI). If you are uncertain, contact your ammunition
supplier for verification.

FiguRe 1

CARTRIDGE DESIGNATION
ON BARREL
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AMMUNITION CONTINUED

WARning: neVeR uSe non-StAndARd, ReloAded
oR “hAndloAded” Ammunition WhiCh hAS not
Been SuBJeCted to inteRnAl BAlliStiC PReSSuRe

teSting. ReloAded oR hAndloAded Ammunition, mAY
hAVe mAnY mAnuFACtuRing And QuAlitY VARiABleS
(SuCh AS the tYPe And Amount oF gun PoWdeR). CAR-
tRidge CASeS thAt hAVe Been ReloAded And FiRed mul-
tiPle timeS mAY SuFFeR PhYSiCAl dAmAge WhiCh Could
SigniFiCAntlY imPACt oR ReduCe the integRitY  oF the
CARtRidge, PoSSiBlY ReSulting in Bullet SetBACK oR
unSeAting. CASe FAiluRe And inJuRY to the ShooteR
oR  BYStAndeRS And dAmAge to the FiReARm mAY
ReSult When SuCh A Round iS FiRed. AnY Ammunition
thAt iS imPRoPeRlY mAnuFACtuRed oR  ReloAded, eVen
in the SlighteSt degRee, mAY FAil to FiRe oR mAY gen-
eRAte eXCeSSiVe inteRnAl PReSSuReS WhiCh CAn dAm-
Age oR eVen RuPtuRe the FiReARm, CAuSing PeRSonAl
inJuRY oR deAth to the ShooteR oR thoSe in the
immediAte ViCinitY.

• A firearm and ammunition are a system and must work together.
There are different types of ammunition for different types of
firearms. Your firearm has been designed for ammunition of a spe-
cific type and a specific gauge or caliber. It is important to select
the proper ammunition for your firearm.

• Different combinations of bullet velocity, bullet weight and firearm
weight can have major impact on felt recoil; a high level of felt
recoil can be uncomfortable to some shooters.

WARning: neVeR uSe CARtRidgeS oR  ShellS
otheR  thAn  thoSe  deSignAted  BY  the  mARKing
on  the  BARRel. doing So CAn ReSult in dAngeR-

ouSlY high PReSSuReS thAt mAY dAmAge the FiReARm
And PoSSiBlY CAuSe SeRiouS inJuRY to YouRSelF And
otheRS.

WARning: deAth, SeRiouS inJuRY And dAmAge CAn
ReSult FRom the uSe oF inCoRReCt Ammunition
oR BoRe oBStRuCtionS. 
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MODEL AND FEATURES
IDENTIFICATION

FiguRe 2a

MODEL NAME ON BARREL

FiguRe 2c

BOLT  STOP
LOCATION

FiguRe 2d

FiguRe 2b

COCKING INDI-
CATOR

SAFETY LEVER

BUTT PAD 

SLING
SWIVEL
STUD

BOLT
HANDLE

MUZZLE

STOCK

SAFETY

COCKING
INDICATOR

BOLT

BARREL

FOREND

MAGAZINE
RELEASE
LATCH

MAGAZINE

TRIGGER
GUARD

TRIGGER

SERIAL  NUMBER

FiguRe 2e
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INSPECTING AND
INITIAL ASSEMBLY

WARning: AlWAYS enSuRe thAt the FiReARm iS
unloAded BeFoRe inSPeCting oR  ASSemBling
And  AlWAYS KeeP  the  muZZle  Pointed  in  A  SAFe

diReCtion. 

• Your Thompson/Center™ VENTURE™ rifle comes completely
assembled from the factory except for the bolt, which has been
removed for transportation and storage. The bolt is packed sepa-
rately in the shipping carton.

inSPeCt

• Grasp the rifle, keeping your
finger outside the trigger guard
and off the trigger, point the
muzzle in a safe direction.

• Check to be certain that the
chamber is empty 
(FIGURE 3).

• Ensure that the magazine is
empty (FIGURE 4).

• Press the magazine latch rear-
ward to release the magazine
(FIGURE 5).

• Orient the rifle as shown in the
following photos to allow the
magazine to drop out of the rifle
when the magazine latch is
released (FIGURE 6).

MAGAZINE  EMPTY

FiguRe 4

FiguRe 3

CHAMBER  EMPTY

FiguRe 5

FiguRe 6

PRESS MAGAZINE LATCH REARWARD

CATCH MAGAZINE AS IT
FALLS OUT
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INSPECTING AND INITIAL ASSEMBLY CONTINUED

inStAlling the  Bolt

• Grasp the bolt by its handle
and slide the bolt forward into
the receiver as shown 
(FIGURE 7).

• Rotate the bolt handle upward
(FIGURE 8) until the bolt stop
engages the groove in the bolt
itself.

• Push the bolt fully forward into
the receiver once the handle is
in this position.

• Close the bolt by turning the
bolt handle down 
(FIGURE 9).

the Safety lever 

• Located on the right side at the
rear of the receiver, it has two
positions that are set by the
user:

• Fully rearward - In the “SAFE”
position (FIGURE 10).

• Fully forward in the - “FIRE”
position (FIGURE 11) where the
red dot on the stock is now vis-
ible and the firearm can be
fired by pulling rearward on the
trigger. 

14

FiguRe 10

SAFETY FULLY REARWARD 
IN “SAFE” POSITION

FiguRe 11

SAFETY FULLY FORWARD “FIRE”
POSITION

FiguRe 8

ROTATE BOLT HANDLE UP UNTIL BOLT
STOP ENGAGES THE TRACKING GROOVE

FiguRe 7

START BOLT INTO RECEIVER

BOLT IN
CLOSED
POSITION

FiguRe 9

RED DOT
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INSPECTING AND INITIAL ASSEMBLY CONTINUED

WARning: neVeR RelY on meChAniCAl FeAtuReS
Alone. onlY YouR SAFe FiReARm hAndling Will
enSuRe the SAFe uSe oF YouR FiReARm. thiS iS

YouR ReSPonSiBilitY.

WARning: neVeR do AnYthing BeYond WhAt You
ARe SPeCiFiCAllY inStRuCted to do in thiS mAnu-
Al. neVeR AlteR oR modiFY the PARtS in YouR

FiReARm.

WARning: do not AlteR, modiFY oR RePlACe AnY
oF the PARtS oF YouR FiReARm unleSS thiS WoRK
iS PeRFoRmed BY A QuAliFied gunSmith uSing

genuine thomPSon/CenteR PARtS. iF You do otheR-
WiSe, imPRoPeR FunCtioning mAY oCCuR And SeRiouS
inJuRY oR deAth mAY ReSult.

LOADING
WARning: AlWAYS  Point  the  muZZle  in  A  SAFe
diReCtion.

• Open the bolt (FIGURE 14)  and
inspect the bore for obstruc-
tions (and follow the cleaning
instructions on page 21 of this
manual if necessary). 

• Keep your finger outside the
trigger guard and off the trigger,
point the muzzle in a safe direc-
tion.

• Do not load the rifle until you
have read and fully understand
this manual.

• Do not load the rifle until you
are ready to use it.

• Never load your rifle until you
are sure of your target, what is
beyond it and are fully prepared
to fire.

• Place the safety lever in the
“SAFE” position (FIGURE 15). 

• Remove the magazine from the
rifle in order to load the car-
tridges into it. Insert the car-
tridges into the magazine as
shown (FIGURE 16).

FiguRe 15

SAFETY IN THE FULLY REARWARD 
“SAFE” POSITION

LOADED MAGAZINE
3 ROUND CAPACITY

FiguRe 16

BOLT IN
UNLOCKED 
POSITION

FiguRe 14

An audible “click” indicates that 
the bolt is all the way up.
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CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE CONTINUED

• Just prior to firing, open the bolt
fully and then insert the loaded
magazine and “snap” it into
place - tipping the back in first
and then lifting the front until it
“clicks” into locked position 
(FIGURE 17). 

WARning: neVeR
CARRY  thiS  RiFle  With
A  CARtRidge  in  the

ChAmBeR. FAiluRe to  FolloW  thiS  inStRuCtion CAn
leAd  to  PeRSonAl inJuRY oR  deAth to  You  oR  otheRS. 

FIRING
WARning: AlWAYS KeeP the muZZle Pointed in
A SAFe diReCtion.

WARning: WeAR eYe And eAR PRoteCtion SPeCi-
Fied FoR FiReARm uSe eVeRY time You diSChARge
YouR FiReARm. mAKe SuRe otheRS in the ViCinitY

oF WheRe You Will Be Shooting do So AS Well.

• Make certain that the safety is in the “SAFE” position. 

• Close the bolt to strip a round from the magazine and put it into
the chamber (FIGURE 18).

• Grasp firearm with one hand on
the fore-end and other hand on
the grip with the trigger finger
resting along and outside of the
trigger guard. Raise firearm and
pull buttstock firmly into shoulder.

• Push the safety lever to the fully
forward “FIRE” position (FIG-
URE 19). 

• The rifle will now fire when pres-
sure is applied to the trigger. 

• Place your finger on trigger and
pull it until the rifle fires. 

• You may continue to fire by fully
opening and closing the bolt
and pulling the trigger until the
rifle is empty.

• To reload, see the Loading
Section.

JUST PRIOR TO FIRING, 
OPEN THE BOLT AND INSERT 

THE LOADED MAGAZINE

FiguRe 17

FiguRe 19

SAFETY FULLY FORWARD 
IN THE “FIRE” POSITION

FiguRe 18

PLACE SAFETY IN THE “SAFE” 
POSITION - THEN CLOSE BOLT

TC_Venture_Manual_08_30_2016.qxp_TC Venture Manual  8/22/16  9:37 AM  Pag  



17

CLEARING MISFIRES
WARning: iF YouR FiReARm giVeS AnY indiCAtion
thAt it iS not PeRFoRming PRoPeRlY oR the
oPeRAtion oF YouR FiReARm hAS ChAnged “the

WAY it FeelS oR SoundS”, StoP FiRing. mAKe SuRe the
FiReARm iS Pointed in A SAFe diReCtion, unloAd the
FiReARm And hAVe it inSPeCted BY A FACtoRY teChni-
CiAn. CAll  thomPSon/CenteR  CuStomeR SuPPoRt.

• If a cartridge fails to fire, keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direc-
tion and wait 30 seconds before opening the bolt and ejecting the
suspect cartridge. Then remove the magazine and make sure that
the rifle is unloaded.

UNLOADING
WARning: AlWAYS KeeP the muZZle Pointed in A
SAFe diReCtion.

• Open the bolt and ensure that
the chamber is empty 
(FIGURES 20 and  21). 

• Set safety lever fully rearward to
the “SAFE” position (FIGURE
22).

• Press the magazine latch (FIG-
URE 23) rearward and remove
the magazine 
(FIGURE 24).

FiguRe 24

REMOVE MAGAZINE

FiguRe 21

ENSURE THAT THE CHAMBER 
IS EMPTY

OPEN BOLT FIRST

FiguRe 20

FiguRe 23

MAGAZINE LATCH LOCATION

PUSH SAFETY LEVER FULLY REARWARD 
TO “SAFE” POSITION  

FiguRe 22
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DISASSEMBLY - FIELD STRIPPING
WARning: AlWAYS KeeP the muZZle Pointed in A
SAFe diReCtion. 

WARning: neVeR do AnYthing BeYond WhAt You
ARe SPeCiFiCAllY inStRuCted to do in thiS mAnu-
Al. neVeR AlteR oR modiFY the PARtS in YouR

FiReARm.

WARning: WeAR SAFetY glASSeS SPeCiFied  FoR
uSe  With  FiReARmS eVeRY time You ASSemBle oR
diSASSemBle YouR FiReARm.

WARning: do not AlteR, modiFY oR RePlACe AnY
oF the PARtS oF YouR FiReARm unleSS thiS WoRK
iS PeRFoRmed BY A QuAliFied gunSmith uSing

genuine thomPSon/CenteR PARtS. iF You do otheR-
WiSe, imPRoPeR FunCtioning mAY oCCuR And SeRiouS
inJuRY oR deAth mAY ReSult.

• Ensure that the magazine and chamber are empty. 

RemoVAl  oF  Bolt

• Lift the bolt handle and draw the bolt fully to the rear. 

• Check through the ejection port
to confirm that the chamber
and magazine are both
unloaded.

• Set safety lever fully rearward
to the “SAFE” position.

• At this point, press the bolt
stop in as shown 
(FIGURE 25). 

• Continue to hold the bolt stop
depressed while you remove
the bolt from the receiver with
a gentle pull rearward (FIGURE
26) taking care not to hit the
stock - causing cosmetic dam-
age.

18

FiguRe 26

FiguRe 25

WITHDRAW BOLT

REMOVE BOLT COMPLETELY

HOLD 
BOLT STOP IN
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SCOPE MOUNTING
WARning: AlWAYS enSuRe thAt the FiReARm iS
unloAded BeFoRe inStAlling A  SCoPe oR  AnY
otheR  ACCeSSoRieS. FAiluRe to  do  thiS  CAn

CAuSe  PeRSonAl inJuRY oR  deAth to  You  oR  otheRS. 

• We recommend that you have a competent gunsmith install your
scope and mount.

• The T/C® VENTURE™ is factory equipped with Weaver-style
scope mount bases. These bases accept a ring and scope combi-
nation of your choice. Different scopes have varying lengths of
recommended eye relief. You need to choose a combination that
allows for adequate clearance between the scope and your eye
brow. Follow the instructions supplied with the scope and rings for
proper installation (FIGURE 27). 

WARning: A SCoPe WhiCh iS not SeCuRelY mount-
ed mAY BeCome detAChed uPon ReCoil oF the
FiReARm. iF it BeComeS detAChed it mAY FlY BACK

And StRiKe the ShooteR oR A BYStAndeR And CAuSe
inJuRY. oBSeRVe the Condition oF All the SCoPe
mount SCReWS AFteR FiRing. iF the mounting SCReWS
ShoW SignS oF looSening do not FiRe the FiReARm
AgAin; tAKe it to A QuAliFied gunSmith FoR ASSiStAnCe.

WARning: FiRing A SCoPed FiReARm With YouR
eYe too CloSe to the SCoPe eYe PieCe, FAiling
to hold the FiReARm SeCuRelY AgAinSt ReCoil

oR  FAiling  to  WeAR  eYe  PRoteCtion thAt  iS  SPeCiFied
FoR  uSe  With  FiReARmS, mAY ReSult in SeRiouS PeRSon-
Al inJuRY inCluding, But not limited to, BlindneSS.

FiguRe 27

Follow the instructions supplied with the 
scope and rings to ensure proper eye relief
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MAKING TRIGGER
ADJUSTMENTS

WARning: AlWAYS enSuRe thAt the FiReARm iS
unloAded BeFoRe AdJuSting  the  tRiggeR oR  dRY
FiRing.

note:  The T/C® VENTURE™ trigger pull is user adjustable for
weight of pull. The trigger pull has been set at the factory with prop-
er over-travel and sear engagement. 

• After determining that the firearm is unloaded proceed as follows: 

• Trigger “Weight of Pull” adjust-
ment can be made by first
removing the bolt from the
receiver to gain access 
to the adjustment screw 
(FIGURE 28).

• Turn the screw clockwise (as
viewed from the top of the rifle)
to increase the trigger pull force
required. A trigger adjustment
tool is provided with the T/C®
VENTURE™ rifle (FIGURE 29).

• Turn the adjustment screw
counter-clockwise to decrease
the trigger pull force required.

• After each adjustment, with the
chamber empty and the rifle
pointed in a safe direction, dry fire the rifle until the desired pull is
achieved. 

• Do not attempt any other trigger adjustments.

dry Firing note

• Be certain that the chamber is unloaded and the magazine is
removed from the rifle. Keep the firearm pointed in a safe direc-
tion. The T/C® VENTURE™ rifle can be dry fired without damage
to the firing pin or other components. To dry fire, cock the rifle by
lifting the bolt handle fully and returning it to the closed position
and then pulling the trigger.

20

FiguRe 28

WEIGHT OF PULL 
ADJUSTMENT
SCREW

FiguRe 29

TRIGGER ADJUSTMENT TOOL
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CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE
WARning: enSuRe thAt YouR FiReARm iS
unloAded BeFoRe Beginning to CleAn it. (See
“inSPeCting YouR FiReARm”  SeCtion).  AlWAYS

FolloW the RuleS oF SAFe FiReARm hAndling.

WARning: WeAR eYe PRoteCtion SPeCiFied FoR
FiReARm uSe eVeRY time You CleAn  oR  mAintAin
YouR FiReARm. 

• Before using your firearm for the first time, it should be cleaned.  

• Your firearm was treated at the factory with either a preservative or
oil to protect it against corrosion during shipping and storage. 

• Preservative and oil should be wiped from the bore, chamber and
exposed areas using a clean swab or patch before using the
firearm.

CAution:Never disassemble your firearm beyond the instructions
in the Field Stripping and Inspection sections of this manual.

• Purchase cleaning supplies from your firearms dealer that are
specifically designated for your type and caliber of firearm. Many
suppliers offer these in kit form for your convenience.

• Follow the instructions provided with your cleaning supplies.

note:  A basic firearm cleaning kit should include: a brass bore
brush and a cleaning jag of appropriate size for the bore being
cleaned,  high-quality gun cleaning solvent and gun oil/lubricant, cot-
ton cleaning patches and a cleaning rod that is long enough 
to push the brush and jag completely through the barrel. 

• Remove excessive firing residue from the bore and chamber using
a properly fitted brass brush dipped in gun cleaning solvent. Finish
the bore cleaning process by running a dry cotton cloth patch
through the bore to remove residue and solvent.

• Clean the exterior of the firearm using a non-abrasive cleaning
cloth.

• After cleaning, lightly coat the metal parts, internal and external
with a high quality firearm oil.

• Whenever your firearm has been exposed to sand, dust,
extreme humidity, water or other adverse conditions, it must
be cleaned and lubricated.
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CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE CONTINUED

WARning: AlWAYS hAVe AdeQuAte VentilAtion.
CleAning FiReARmS in  PooRlY VentilAted  AReAS,
diSChARging FiReARmS, oR  hAndling Ammunition

mAY  ReSult in  eXPoSuRe  to  leAd  And  otheR SuB-
StAnCeS KnoWn  to  CAuSe  BiRth  deFeCtS, RePRoduC-
tiVe  hARm And  otheR  SeRiouS  PhYSiCAl  inJuRY. WASh
hAndS  thoRoughlY  AFteR  eXPoSuRe.

CAution: Always follow the instructions provided with your gun
cleaner and gun lubricant.

CAution: Some cleaners can cause damage to your firearms. You
should avoid prolonged solvent immersion and prolonged ultrasonic
cleaning of your firearm. Choice of solvent should be restricted to
those products specifically developed for firearms maintenance.
Damage to a firearm’s finish may occur if these cautions are ignored.
Ammoniated solvents or other strong alkaline solvents, should not
be used on any Thompson/Center firearm. Cleaning is essential to
ensure the proper functioning of your firearm.

• Your firearm is a precision instrument. To ensure reliable function it
is necessary to follow a routine maintenance procedure. After fir-
ing your firearm, be sure to unload it following the procedure out-
lined in the section entitled “Inspecting Your Firearm” before per-
forming any cleaning or maintenance procedure.

• Remove any gun cleaning solution, oil and fingerprints from the
outside surfaces of the firearm. (Finger moisture, if left, could start
a corrosion process.)

WARning: neVeR mAniPulAte, AdJuSt oR ChAnge
AnY oF the inteRnAl ComPonentS oF YouR
FiReARm unleSS SPeCiFiCAllY diReCted to do So

in thiS mAnuAl. imPRoPeR mAniPulAtion oF AnY inteR-
nAl ComPonent mAY AFFeCt the SAFetY And ReliABilitY
oF YouR FiReARm And mAY CAuSe SeRiouS inJuRY oR
deAth. it  AlSo  VoidS  YouR  WARRAntY.

WARning: AnY mAintenAnCe, AdJuStment oR SeR-
ViCe not SPeCiFied in thiS mAnuAl mAY AFFeCt
the SAFetY And ReliABilitY oF YouR FiReARm And

muSt Be PeRFoRmed BY A QuAliFied gunSmith uSing
genuine thomPSon/CenteR PARtS. iF You do otheR-
WiSe, imPRoPeR FunCtioning oF YouR FiReARm mAY
oCCuR And SeRiouS inJuRY oR deAth mAY ReSult.

• If your firearm will be used in a cold climate, be sure to use an oil
of an appropriate weight so that it will not congeal in cold temper-
atures, causing the interaction of important parts to be slowed or
halted.
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CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE CONTINUED

mAintenAnCe BeFoRe StoRAge

• When storing, do not encase your firearm in anything that will
attract or hold moisture, for example, leather or heavy cloth. Also,
do not store guns with a plug inserted in the barrel for this can be
a contributing factor to moisture accumulation. If your firearm is to
be stored for an extended period, the bore, chamber and internal
surfaces should be oiled with a high-quality lubricating oil or
preservative intended for firearms. The external parts; receiver,
bolt and barrel should be coated with an anti-rust oil. Before using
your firearm again, be sure to clean it. Every time you clean your
firearm, check it for signs of wear. If wear is noted, do not use the
firearm. Return it to Thompson/Center for service or have it
checked by a qualified gunsmith.

LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY
This warranty is granted by Smith & Wesson Corp. doing business
as Thompson/Center Arms. This warranty is effective from the date
of purchase for the lifetime of the original retail purchaser of any fac-
tory finished firearm. In order to be eligible for service under this
warranty, the original retail purchaser must return a completed
authorized warranty card or register online at
http://www.tcarms.com/warranty-details/registration within thirty (30)
days of purchase of such firearm. With respect to such firearm, this
warranty supersedes any and all other warranties.

Thompson/Center Arms brand firearms are warranted to be free
from defects in material and workmanship. Any such defects of
which Smith & Wesson receives written notice by the original retail
purchaser will be remedied without charge within a reasonable time
after such notification and delivery of the firearm as provided below.

Warranty claims (in writing) and the firearm or part thereof concerned
should be delivered, postage prepaid, to the factory at Smith &
Wesson, 2100 Roosevelt Ave., Springfield, MA 01104, Attn: Service
Department. In addition, a copy of the bill of sale in the original retail
purchaser’s name, or, where applicable, a copy of ATF Form 4473
indicating date of purchase must be included. Please include your
physical address and phone number. You must comply with all
applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations in the ship-
ment of firearms to Smith & Wesson.

note:  See the Contact &  Shipping section of this manual for 
further details regarding returns.
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LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY CONTINUED

Warranty claims should state the model and, where applicable, the
serial number of the firearm concerned and the description of the
difficulty experienced. It is recommended that shipments be insured
by the owner, since Smith & Wesson will accept no responsibility for
loss or damage in transit. Transportation and insurance charges for
return to the owner will be paid by Smith & Wesson if the claim is
covered by this warranty.

If the work required is not covered by our “Limited Lifetime
Warranty” you will receive a quotation which must be authorized by
you. No actual work will be done without your approval. Return ship-
ments can be shipped via UPS, FedEx or mail at your cost. Repaired
product will be shipped back to you via FedEx requiring an adult
signature upon receipt.

undeR no CiRCumStAnCeS ShAll Smith & WeSSon Be
ReSPonSiBle FoR inCidentAl oR ConSeQuentiAl dAm-
AgeS With ReSPeCt to eConomiC loSS, inJuRY, deAth
oR PRoPeRtY dAmAge, WhetheR AS A ReSult oF BReACh
oF thiS WARRAntY, negligenCe oR otheRWiSe.

Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or
consequential damages, so the above limitation or exclusion may
not apply to you.

Smith & Wesson will not be responsible for:

• Defects or malfunctions resulting from careless handling, unautho-
rized adjustments or modifications made or attempted by anyone
other than a qualified gunsmith following authorized procedures,
or failure to follow the instructions in Safety & Instruction manual
that was provided with the firearm from the factory.

• Use of defective or improper ammunition and/or propellant, corro-
sion, neglect, abuse, ordinary wear and tear, or unreasonable use.

• Use of replacement parts, including but not limited to barrels and
springs, other than factory or authorized parts.

• Criminal misuse, negligence, or use under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.

Services that were performed by the Thompson/Center Arms
Custom Shop and/or that are performed by the Smith & Wesson
Repair Department do not void this warranty. This warranty gives
you specific legal rights, and you may also have other rights which
vary from state to state.

note: All liability is excluded in the event that the instructions pro-
vided in the  Safety and Instruction manual that was provided with
the firearm from the factory are not observed.
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CONTACT & SHIPPING INFO
note: A Return Merchandise Authorization (RMA) is the first step in
the process of returning a product in order to receive a repair,
replacement or refund. 

Please contact Thompson/Center’s Customer Service Dept. (e-mail:
tca_customerservice@tcarms.com or by phone at 800-331-0852 ext.
4125) to obtain authorization to return your firearm so we can
process it quickly and efficiently. The RMA number that is supplied
by Thompson/Center Arms must be displayed on the outside of the
returned product's packaging; returns without an RMA number will
be routed differently which will result in delayed processing.

• The issuance of an Return Merchandise Authorization (RMA)
allows Thompson/Center Arms an opportunity to try to diagnose
and correct a customer's concerns with the product (such as
ammunition problems) before it is returned. Accordingly, please
contact us before returning your Thompson/Center firearm.

Shipping Address:     Thompson/Center Arms
                              2100 Roosevelt Avenue
                              Springfield, MA 01104

• Should your Thompson/Center firearm require service, it should be
returned to the Thompson/Center factory.

• Call or e-mail the Customer Service Dept. for authorization and
shipping instructions.

• Ensure that the magazine and chamber are unloaded.

• Do not attempt to ship a firearm via US Postal Service; only feder-
ally licensed dealers may ship a firearm by US Postal Service.

• do not ShiP AnY Ammunition.

• Enclose a letter which includes your full name and address
(no P.O. Boxes, please), daytime telephone number, e-mail

address, the serial number of the firearm, and details of the prob-
lem experienced (stating the brand and type of ammunition used
when the problem occurred) or work desired.

• Record the serial number before shipping, in case you wish to
check on the repair status of your firearm.

• Please remove all custom parts and accessories, such as stocks,
special sights and scopes, or slings from your firearm before
returning.

• Place the firearm in its original case or in a similarly secure con-
tainer and pack it securely.

• The package must NOT bear any markings which indicate the
identity of the contents.
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CONTACT AND SHIPPING CONTINUED

• It is most important that you comply with federal, state, and local
laws and regulations. The following guidelines are meant to help,
but you must seek assistance from the appropriate authorities if
necessary.

• If your firearm must be replaced, it may be necessary to ship the
replacement to a dealer rather than directly to you. You may be
requested to furnish a signed FFL (Federal Firearms License) from
your dealer in such an instance.

• Warranty repair work will begin upon receipt and examination of
the firearm. In the case of repairs or work not covered by the war-
ranty, a quotation covering the cost of the work plus shipping
charges will be sent to you. Repairs or modification will be sched-
uled upon receipt of payment.

WARning: You mAY PuRChASe ACCeSSoRieS FoR
YouR thomPSon/CenteR FiReARm. You muSt hAVe
Some oF theSe PARtS inStAlled BY A gunSmith

QuAliFied to PeRFoRm SeRViCe on thomPSon/CenteR
FiReARmS. neVeR AttemPt to modiFY YouR FiReARm oR
inStAll RePlACement PARtS in YouR FiReARm. AlWAYS
uSe A QuAliFied thomPSon/CenteR gunSmith eVen iF
the RePAiR SeemS SimPle.

26
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BATTERY WARNINGS 
WARning: iF A BAtteRY oPeRAted ACCeSSoRY oR
AttAChment (i.e. lASeR, oPtiCAl Sight oR FlASh-
light, etC.) iS SuPPlied oR uSed With thiS

FiReARm, the FolloWing WARningS And inStRuCtionS
muSt Be AdheRed to:

WARning: KeeP BAtteRieS AWAY FRom ChildRen.
theRe iS A ChemiCAl BuRn hAZARd ASSoCiAted
With BAtteRieS.

WARning: iF A neW oR uSed lithium Button/Coin
Cell BAtteRY iS SWAlloWed oR enteRS the BodY,
it CAn CAuSe SeVeRe inteRnAl BuRnS And CAn

leAd to deAth in AS little AS 2 houRS. AlWAYS Com-
PletelY SeCuRe the BAtteRY ComPARtment. iF the BAt-
teRY ComPARtment doeS not CloSe SeCuRelY, StoP
uSing the PRoduCt, RemoVe the BAtteRieS, And KeeP it
AWAY FRom ChildRen. iF You thinK BAtteRieS might
hAVe Been SWAlloWed oR PlACed inSide AnY PARt oF
the BodY, SeeK immediAte mediCAl Attention.

• When used correctly, batteries provide a safe and dependable
source of portable power. However, misuse or abuse may result in
leakage, fire, or explosion. 

• Batteries can explode or leak and cause burns if installed back-
wards, disassembled, charged, or exposed to water, fire or high
temperature. 

• Always take care to install your batteries correctly observing the
“+” and “-” marks on the battery and the device.  

• Always replace the whole set of batteries at one time, taking care
not to mix old and new batteries, or batteries of different types. 

• Store unused batteries in their original packaging and away from
metal objects that may short-circuit them.  

• Remove discharged batteries from equipment promptly to avoid
possible damage from leakage. 

• Never dispose of batteries in fire. (Failure to observe this precau-
tion may result in an explosion.) 

• The batteries are supplied in a charged state, are not designed for
recharging. Recharging may cause leakage, fire, or explosion. 

• The batteries should be disposed of properly, including keeping
them away from children.

• Dispose of used batteries immediately.

• Even unused batteries may cause injury.  
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PATENT INFORMATION
• This product may be covered by one or more patents. Visit

www.tcarms.com for virtual patent information.

CONTACT INFORMATION

t/C mailing Address:
(for questions & comments)

Thompson/Center Arms
2100 Roosevelt Avenue • Springfield, MA 01104

t/C Shipping Address:
(for repairs or warranty work)

Thompson/Center Arms
ATTN:  Repair Department

2100 Roosevelt Avenue • Springfield, MA 01104

Web Address:
www.tcarms.com

Customer Service Phone:
Toll Free (866) 730-1614

Customer Service email:
tca_customerservice@tcarms.com

#00084005                                               ReV:t/C VentuRe_083016

TC_Venture_Manual_08_30_2016.qxp_TC Venture Manual  8/22/16  9:37 AM  Pag  


